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SERMON XII. 
BY A. C. THOMAS, 


«As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil, pursueth it to his own 
death.” Proverss xi, 19. 





Lire, in the Scriptures, is frequently spoken of as being attendant on 
righteousness. ‘That natural life is not intended, is evident from the fact, 
that the just man and the evil, possess it alike.—And death is frequently 
spoken of as being attendant on evil. Natural death cannot be intended— 
for, ** who is he that liveth and shall not see death?” If we consider the 
death spoken of as the consequence of evil, to be a total extinction of being, 
we disprove a future existence. ‘ The wages of sin is death’’——* All have 
sinned’ ’—therefore, if the death attendant on evil be a total extinction of exis- 
tence, we prove universal annihilation !—Death, the ‘* wages of sin,’ can- 

not, as is generally supposed, signify endless punishment—for the plain rea- 
son that it could never be received. ‘I’o whom are the wages due? Not to 
God—for he has never earned them. ‘They are due to the sinner,and jus- 
tice requires that they should be paid. Justice will not be satisfied until 
they are discharged. A time must arrive when the debt will be cancelled. 
Now, will any one be so extravagant as to say that a time will arrive when 
a sinner can say, with truth, | have received an endless punishment? Cer- 
tainly not. It follows that death, the “‘ wages of sin,” cannot signify an 
endless death—therefore, it must signify a limiteddeath. It is a moral death 
—a death in trespasses and sins—a death to happiness and peace-—says the 
apostle—* 'T'o be carnally minded is death.’’ Such was the death Adam 
died.—‘*‘ In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”” Adam _ pur- 
sued evil, and he pursued it to his own moral death. 

-If it be established that the death spoken of in the text, does not signify 
either a natural or an endless, but a moral or spiritual death, it will be conce- 
ded that the life spoken of as attendant on righteousness, does not signify either 
a natural or an endless, but a moral or spiritual life. Life and death are 
here put in opposition—the same is done by the apostle Paul—* to be car- 
nally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.’ 

What is evil? It is sin—and “sin is a transgression of the law.” Our 
opponents contend that it is the law of an infinite Being, and argue that 
transgression is infinite, because it breaks an infinite law —and that the pen- 
alty thereof is infinite, or endless punishment. An infinite law! Can finite 
creatures break ‘an infinite commandment ? Can the creature be amenable 
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to a law which alone is comprehended by the Creator? Impossible! But jy 
admitting that man can violate an infinite commandment, and thereby ren- 
der himself infinitely sinful, it is implied that we can fulfil the same, and 
thereby render ourselves infinitely good! ‘T'o say that a finite creature can 
perform an infinite act, is to say that he can produce an eflect more pow- 
erful than the cause. By the same rule it can be proven that a stream natu- 
rally rises higher than its fountain—which is an absurdity. The law viola- 
ted by a finite dependent being, is as necessarily finite asare his acts. ‘The 
law is the imperfect knowledge men have of right and wrong. Sin is the 
transgression of that law. He that transgresses the law, transgresses it to 
his own death. Death is the wages of sin. 





te 


As evil is the transgression of the law, so righteousness is the fulfilling of 
the law. Whatisthelaw? Allthe law is summed up in one word, even 
in this—** Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’’ ‘+ Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.”” In a word, 
righteousness consists in dealing justly. ‘* Righteousness tendeth to life.” 

We will now inquire where we shall receive the reward of righteousness 
and the wages of sin. A doctrine has long been promulgated in the world, 
which we conceive dangerous in the extreme to the morals, peace, and well- 
being of society. The doctrine to which we have reference, teaches that 
virtue does not receive an adequate reward, nor vice a suitable recompense, 
in this mode of being ; and that the righteous will be rewarded at the nght 
hand of God for their finite actions; and stores of tribulation and wrath laid 
up in a hell in a future state of existence, for those who have in any wise 
transgressed the law, while clothed with mortality. 


This doctrine we believe to have a dangerous and licentious tendency on 
the minds of men—for, by implication, it teaches that there is more present 
enjoyment in vice—more present happiness in transgressing the law—than 
in dealing justly with our fellow men. We conceive that it strengthens the 
hands of the wicked—by promising him peace! peace! where there 1s no 
peace. By removing far away the evil day, it leads to sin and misery the 
children of men. Experience has fully proven that the further we remove 
punishment from the period of perpetrating crime, the further we remove 
the fears of the transgressor. The celebrated Dr. Rush has said, that 
** quick as the thunder follows the lightning, punishment should follow crime.” 


But when to the doctrine which denies a present and adequate punish- 
ment for vice, is added the possibility of escaping all punishment, the doctrine 
is rendered doubly dangerous. Experience has fully tested the fact, that it 
is the certainty and not the quality or quantity, of punishment, which has 
the better effect in restraining vice. Show a thief the penitentiary or the 
gallows,—convince him that he cannot possibly avoid the penalty of the law 
—and it will have more effect in restraining his thieving propensity, than all 
the future punishment thought of since the creation of the world. 

And in regard to the promotion of virtue—we believe that the’ doctrine 
which denies a present and sufficient recompense, has a dangerous tenden- 
cy. But when to the sentiment that virtue will not be sufficiently rewarded 
until a future mode of existence, is added the possibility of losing all reward, 
the doctrine is doubly pernicious. 


That such doctrine is promulgated, needs no proof. Believers in, and 
propagators thereof. while pointing out to the transeressor, the awful penal- 























AND UNIVERSALIST REVIEW. 115 


ty which they believe awaits him—while picturing to his heated imagination, 
“ The roused ocean of deep hell, 
Whose every wave breaks on a living shore; 
Heaped with the damned like pebbles :’”— 


Invariably point out a way for escaping it. It requires no extraordinary discern-~ 
ment, to discover that such an awful punishment is disproportionate to the 
crime—it is a great way off—yea, out of sight-and the little effect it may 
have for a moment on the mind, is counterbalanced by the possibility of es- 
caping the penalty. 

And again—Promulgators of future rewards for virtue, while pointing out 
to the view of what are termed “ the righteous,” the ineffable glory of the 
Paradise of God, point them to a state of interminable agony and despair, to 
which they will be doomed, if they wander the least from the path of rec- 
titude. ‘This, as was before observed, by implication, teaches that there *: 
more present enjoyment in vice than in virtue. Seeing a possibility of losing 
the reward of a long and virtuous life, men pursue the path of evil, in pre! 
erence to that of virtue, because, in the former, they are taught togbelieve th: 
will be certain of present happiness, and have the possibility of escaping « 
future misery, by repenting a few moments previous to their departure fro: 
this mode of existence. Thus future considerations are rendered of none 
effect. | 

Men of sane minds never act without a motive—and that motive is, inva- 
riably, a desire for the greatest amount of happiness. This is the moving 
principle—we may say that men cannot act otherwise—they are under a 
positive and absolute necessity, of choosing that which they believe will best 
promote their object. If mankind believe that they will enjoy more happi- 
ness in the path of sin, than in that of virtue, they will walk therein. If they 
become convinced to the contrary—if they become convinced that their best 
good consists in following the dictates of virtue—if they become convinced 
that the recompense of virtue is certain—that it cannot fail of receiving its 
reward :—and also, that the punishment of vice is inevitable, they will ** break 
off their sins by righteousness, and their iniquities by turning to the Lord.” 

The inducements offered to virtuous actions, by present and sufficient re- 
wards, as was before observed, have more effect on the mind, than future 
considerations. Suppose you engage a laborer to work for you, on condi- 
tions that he is to receive his wages at the expiration of fifty years.— 
Though we doubt if any one could be found to accede to such terms. But, 
supposing such to be the case—do you think he would perform his duty 
cheerfully, and with alacrity ? Certainly not. And why? For the plain rea- 
sons, that his knowledge of the uncertainty of life, teaches: him that his em- 
ployer may die ere the expiration of the time appointed—or he himself may 
depart this life, and thereby lose his wages. A contingency is implied. In 
proportion to the length of time the reward is distant, the alacrity and cheer- 
fulness of the laborer is either increased or diminished. If the limited time 
be one year, the possibility of living that length of time operates as a stimu- 
lant—and that stimulant is increased in ratio, as the time limited is shorter. 
Thus—if a laborer be assured that he will receive his wages the moment his 
labor is completed,—that there is no possibility of losing what is justly his 
due—he goes on rejoicing. And experience teaches us that this is equally 
true in the moral as the physical world. ‘* Hope deferred maketh the heart 
sick.”” In hoping for a good at a distance, we lose the present enjoyment: 
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Men who overlook present rewards, for future bliss, are like the alchymists 
of old—who wasted their fortunes in searching for a stone which would turn 
all things to gold. ‘They searched in vain—and those who look for a re- 
ward, after death, look for that which does not exist. ‘ For the dead know 
not any thing—neither have they any more a reward.”’ Eccles. 19 : 5.— 
We have no reason to believe that we shall be rewarded in a world where 
we have notlabored. ‘The husbandman does not sow his grain in America, 
and go to Europe to reap his crop. ‘+ Whatscever a man soweth, that shall 
healso reap.” Ifthe husbandman does not reap a crop from the seed, in 
the field in which it was sown,-he never expects to reap it. 

Why. do men expect a reward in a future mode of existence? Do they ex- 
pect a reward for their faith? Certainly not-— for faith without works is 
dead.” Do they expect a reward for their works? The apostle says that 
salvation is * not of works, lest any man should “ar Eph. 2: 9. “it 
is the gift of God.” A gift cannot be a reward. 

Do they expect a reward for being virtuous ? What! expect a reward for 
that which in life, constituted their greatest happiness ’—-What would you 











think of a man-who, after having satisfied his hunger from the provision of 


your table, should. demand, or expect a reward for so doing? If nothing 
else, you would consider him basely ungrateful. And what shall we think 
of the man who, after having feasted onthe rich bounty of our heavenly fa- 
ther, expects to be rewarded therefor, with endless happiness ! ) 

Ifa future state of enjoyment be the “ gift of God,” and he is “ no respect- 
er of persons,”’ will He not bestow it upon an mankind? Most assuredly. 
This conclusion, however, wounds self-pride. What! says one, are we to 
get all our reward in this life? Is there no recompense laid up for us in an- 
other world? Do you think that this wicked neighbor of mine, who enjoys 
all the pleasures of this life, will not be punished hereafter? What! we 
righteous get nothing more than you wicked ? We who have borne the bur- 

«den and heat of the day, to sit down with the unregenerate heathen! . We 

who have attended church regularly—been attentive to our Bible classes— 
we who have spent our time in attendmg Sunday schools, when we might 
have been enjoying ourselves in some amusement—we who have given our 
money to send missionaries to convert the wicked heathen—we nci receive 
any thing more in futurity than persons who have done none of these things ! 

Persons who thus reason, overlook the happiness attendant on the per- 
formance of our duty. The master of the vineyard commanded his steward 


to give each laborer a penny. ‘Those who had borne the burden and _ heat of 


the day, murmured because those who came in at the eleventh hour, received 
asmuchasthey. ‘ Friend, 1do thee no wrong. Dhidst thou not agree with 
me for a penny ?”’ 

* Believers in endless death as the consequence of evil, have charged those 
who believe in the final salvation of all men, with denying an adequate pun- 
ishment for sin. ‘That this charge is unfounded need not be asserted. It is 
on the fact that sin wri receive an adequate recompense, we build our be- 
lief—Justice requires this. All men must, and will inevitably receive a just 
recompense of reward.. If it be said that God would be just to send us to 
an endless hell for sin, it follows that he would be just to doom all men 
thereto—for ‘“‘all have sinned.”’ And ifit would be just for Him so to do 
—~it will be unjust in Him not to perform it! This would prove universal 


damnation. 
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We can judge of wickedness only by comparison. Ne man is so good, but 
he might be better ; and no man so bad, but that he might be worse. But 
because a man is comparatively evil, does it follow that he must be deprived 
of a just recompense for whatever virtuous deeds he may perform ?—And 
because a man is comparatively good, does it follow that he must be ex- 
empted from an equitable punishment?. Justice forbids it. 

Were I to offer an illustration on this part of the subject, I would do it 
thus :—A man of seventy years of age, departs this life—having lived so- 
berly, righteously and godly, till within one hour of his death. He then 
commits some evil deed, and is snatched away before he has repented.— 
Where will he go? Ifto heaven—will he there receive a just punishment 
for the crime we have supposed him to commit? Oh no—heaven is a 
place of happiness, and not of punishment. Will he be doomed to hell? 
If so—will he there receive a reward for having lived a sober, righteous, 
and godly life, till-within an hour of his death? Certainly not—hell is said 
to be a place of misery, and not of happiness. Where, and we press the 
question, where will he receive a just recompense for his virtues, aud where 
an adequate punishment for his crime? Reason and revelation teach us 
that he received both “in the earth.” 

Punishments are not only positive but negative. A murderer not only 
experiences the positive moral or spiitual death spoken of in the text, but 
he sustains a negative injury, in losing the reward of virtue. Dead to all 
that can render life desirable—dead to life and peace—dead to the consola- 
tions afforded by virtue—dead to society, and to the kindly feelings of our 
nature,—a fire is kindled in his bosom, more to be dreaded than the blood- 
stained pile of Hindostan. If he chance to escape the laws of his country 
—if the gibbet or the dungeon does not end the tragedy,—-he will wander 
in solitary sadness—a hermit in the midst of society. Every footstep— 
every rustling leaf, will cause visions of horror to present themselves to his 
terrified imagination. His hands will, as it were, be newly dipped in blood 
—and the dying shriek of his victim will for ever shout in his ears ! 

Look for a moment at the victim of intemperance, He who was once a 
pride and an ornament to society—now a walking pestilence—a burthen 
to himself and to his friends—vainly attempting to quench the fire that 
preys upon his peace, he but adds fuel to the flame. He pursued evil, and 
pursued it to his own death. He still pursues it, and is sinkirfg deeper and 
deeper, in the depths of sorrow. O whocan look upon the sunken eye—the 
bloated countenance, and haggard form of the victim of intemperance, and 
say—* Vice does not involve its own punishment?” Who can reflect for 
a moment on the agony of the wan victim, without acknowledging that 
“there is a God who judgeth in the earth!” * * * * * * 

It may, perhaps, be profitable for us to notice some of the transgressors 
mentioned in the scriptures, witha view to ascertain where they received 
their punishment. We had occasion, in the commencement of the dis- 
course, to notice the case of Adam. ‘The Lord warned him, saying—* In 
the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt suitely die.” Death is here threaten- 
ed as the penalty of transgression.. According to the definition attached to - 
the wages of sin, which is death, by believers in endless misery, Adam died 
an eternal death, on the day of his transgression. This is too preposterous 
to need any refutation. The death threatened, was to take place in the 
day of transgression—not a thousand years afterwards. It was uncondi- 
tional—nothing is said about escaping it by repentance—there are no ifs, 
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ands, buts, whys, or wherefores; the declaration is positive and unequivo- 
cal—“ ruou sHALT surely die.” ‘The same unequivocal language is used 
in Ezekiel 18 :—“ The soul that sinneth it suai die.” 

Cain is the next transgressor on record—and as his is a strongly marked 
case, it may be profitable for us to consider it somewhatattentively. It will be 
remembered that Cain was guilty of one of the most foul deeds that stain 
the black catalogue of crimes—he imbued his hands in the life-blood of an 
innocent brother! Surely, if endless damnation be the ‘“ wages of sin,” 
Cain would be a proper subject thereof !—Let him that hath ears to hear, 
hear the the sentence pronounced by the Lord of all—*‘ A fugitive and a 
vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.” This sentence is at variance with 
the creeds and commandments of men, but in perfect: accordance with 
other parts of revelation. ““Behold the righteous shall be recompensed 
in the earth, much more the wicked and the sinner.”-—Proverbs 11: 31.— 
Let him who believes that there is pleasure in the bowers of vice—that the 
way of transgressors 1s not hard—that there 1s peaceto the wicked— 
hear the exclamation of the murderer—* My punishment is greater than I 
can bear. Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the 
earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and Ishall be a fugitive anda 
vagabond in the earth: and it shall come to pass, that every one that find- 
eth me shall slay me.’’ Let him who believes sinners to be hated of God 
let him who believes they are not the objects of Divine love—listen to 
the reply of the Judge of all the earth—* Whosoever slayeth Cain, ven- 
geance shall be taken on him seven fold.” » If the punishment of Cain was 
to be of an endless duration, it follows that his murderer, would receive 
SEVEN endless punishments ! / 

The misery of Cain may be very fitly represented by death. He was 


— 








exiled from happiness, and a stranger in a land of peace. The voice of 


his brother’s blood cried unto him from the ground. He no doubt looked 
with bitter anguish on the past, and saw nothing before him save a bleak 
and howling waste. The warning voice of the Lord, doubtless murmured 
in his ears—** Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen ? 
If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou doest not well, 
sin lieth at the door.” 

The Sodomites pursued evil, and they pursued it to their own death.— 
The cry of Th€ir abominations came up before the Lord, and they were de- 
stroyed by fire from heaven. Their great wickedness rendered their lives 
a burden and a curse; and it pleased the Lord, in his infinite mercy, to re- 
moye them from this state of existence—according to the record of the 
prophet—‘ And they were haughty, and committed abominations before 
me: therefore F took them away as I saw good.” Ezekiel 16: 50. 

The antediluvians, also, by pursuing evil, had rendered their lives a bur- 
den. They were dead to all that happiness enjoyed in well-doing. Noah 
preached unto them, time after time, informing that a flood would come and 
destroy them, if they did not reform—they did not hearken to his warning 
yoice—and they were swept from the earth with the besom of destruction. 

David pursued evil-—he praised the path of wickedness—he thought at 
one time that there was ‘‘ life and peace” in evil doing——but experience 
‘aught him that the way of transgression was the path of death, and that the 
cuests of vice were in “the depths of hell.” Read his 86th Psalm—see 
with what deep humility and thanksgiving, he praises God for his mercy, 
in delivering his soul from the Lowest hell. . 
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The prophet Jonah pursued evil—in that he disobeyed the commands of 
the Lord. Well, did he find “life and peace?” Alas! for him—he fled 
from the presence of the Lord—and found sorrow and death! He was cast 
into hell, and his soul was troubled within him, Yet it pleased the Lord to 
deliver him therefrom.-- * * * * * * “o 

These instances may be deemed sufficient to establish the position, that 
moral, or spiritual death, as the consequence of pursuing evil, during the 
legal. dispensation, was suffered in this state of existence.’ There is 
not, in all the writings of Moses, and the prophets, a single intimation of 
any reward for virtue or obedience yielded in this life, in a future state ; nor - 
is there any intimation of the punishing of the crimes committed here, 
in another state of existence. ‘* Will it be said that the Gospel dispensa- 
tion has reversed this divine order, and put a stop to the punishment 
of sin, and the reward of righteousness in this life, and has reserved all this 
for a future state? But why should people in ancient times be punished for 
their sin in this world, where they committed it, and we be punished in the 
future, where we haye committed no crime ? Furthermore, our blessed Sa- 
viour renounces all right to make such a change: he says, ‘Think not that 
I come to destroy the law and the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but 
to fulfil.’ And itis worthy of our careful notice, that Jesus pronounced no 
other punishments on the Jews, than was written in the law and the pro- 

hets.”” 

a Righteousness tendeth to life.” What are we to understand by right- 
eousness ? In our humble opinion very erroneous sentiments have been en- 
tertained in regard to.this virtue. ‘The conduct of many professing Chris- 
tians would lead us to suppose that they believe righteousness to consist in 
an outward show—a certain routine of formal.rites and ceremonies. But 
such righteousness, if righteousness it be, does not tend to life. Our Sa- 
viour says—“ Except your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, ye can in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven ;”’ 
which Paul informs us, is ‘ righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.’ 
The righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees of old, consisted in formal 
rites and ceremonies—and it is the same with the Scribes and Pharisees of 
the present day. They enlarge the borders of their garments, and make 
long prayers to be seen of men, and love the greetings in the market places, 
aud the uppermost seats in the synagogue. But this is not the righteous- 
ness that tendeth to life. Righteousness is derived from right, and signi- 
fies doing right, or dealing justly. If we deal justly, we shall not injure our- 
selves, or our fellow creatures—we shall.love mercy; and be grateful to the 
giver of every good and perfect gift, for the many blessings we have re- 
ceived at his hands. ‘This is all that is required of us—“‘ What does God 
require of thee, O man, but to deal justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with thy God.” 

“In the way of righteousness there is life; and in the pathway thereof 
there is no death.” ‘This, by implication, corroborates the text. It im- 
plies that there is death in the pathway ofevil. This our own experience 
teaches us. He who wanders in the by-paths of iniquity, does it at his 
peril. ‘The angel of destruction stands with his bow drawn, and the arrows 
of death soon tremble in the transgressor’s bosom. ‘ There is a banquet 
spread where poison is in every dish: there is a couch spread for repose, 
but to slumber thereon is death.”’ 

The apostle says—** As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
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made alive.’ We have all pursued evil after the similitude of Adam; : and 
like him, have pursued it to our own death. Yet this state of things will not 
always continue. Christ was manifested to destroy sin, and make an end of 
transgression. ‘* As in Adam (that is, in the nature of Adam, which is of 
the earth, earthy) auu-die ; (‘to be carnally minded is death’)—even so ip 
Christ, (in the nature of Christ, which is heavenly) shall at. (the same all who 
die in Adam) be made alive :” (to be spiritually minded, is life and peace, ) 

Have any died in Adam? “In Adam all die.’’ Shall any be made alive 
in Christ? ‘In Christ shall all be made alive.’’ ‘And if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature.”’ 

This view of the subject, which inevitably proves the final salvation of al] 
men, according to the testimony of the apostle Paul, teaches us to live virtu- 
ously, and to shun evil. ‘+ Forthe grace of God which bringeth salvation to 
allmen hath appeared: teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and every 
wor ldy. lust, we should live soberly, and righteously, and godly in this present 
world.”’ In all things, my brethren, let us adorn the doctrine we profess, 
by well ordered lives and conversation—by deeds of beneficence—and by 
gratitude to Him who is “the author and finisher of our faith,” and the 
rock of our salvation. 








|The following brief extracts are from “* Smith on Divine Government,” and area 
portion of his arguments for the final restoration, deduced from the nature and ob- 
ject of punishment, and we regret that want of room forbids us to enlarge. | 

In order to be satisfied of this, it is necessary only to establish clear and 
precise conceptions concerning the nature of divine punishment. What is 
ihe meaning of this term ? It has been lately defined thus : Punishment is the 
conduet of God with respect to the wicked, in the capacity of a judge. 

The defect of this account is, that it isa definition which requires a defi- 
nition ; for when in an inquiry concerning the nature of divine punishment, 
it is said that it is the conduct of God with respect to the wicked, in the ca- 
pacity ofa judge, we must inevitably put the ulterior question— What is the 
nature of that conduct? Whence another definition must be given, which 
perhaps may require a third. 

Let the following definition be substituted for the former: Punishment is 
the infliction of pain, in consequence of the neglect or violation of duty.— 
When we say a person is punished, we mean that he suffers some pain or 
privation, in consequence of his having omitted what he ought to have done, 
or of his having done what he ought-to have avoided. 

Is there any distinction between punishment and revenge ? They are uni- 
versally believed to be totally different in their nature. What, then, is the 
exact difference between them ? It is of the utmost importance to ascertain 
this, because revenge is the only thing with which punishment can be con- 
founded. 

[Our author now comes to the conclusion, that if punishment be the in- 
fliction of pain in consequenee of the neglect or violation of duty, that re- 
venge is the infliction of pain, in consequence of the infliction of injury ; and 
the definitions will then appear as he has stated them below. | 

Punishment is the infliction of pain, in consequence of the neglect or 
violation of duty, with a view to correct the eyil. 

Revenge is the infliction of pain, in consequence of the commission of in- 
jury, with a view to gratify a malignant passion. 
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NEW ASSOCIATION. 

It is in contemplation to form a new 
Universalist Association, which shall in- 
clude a part of New-York, New-Jersey and 
Pennsylvania; under the name of “ New- 
York and Philadelphia Association.” 


“Tyler's Lectures on Future Punish- 
ment,” delivered at Middletown, Con. was 
handed to us by a friend, after this number 
of the Herald was ready for press. By 
the way, friend Tyler, we shall, God will- 
ing, have a word to say to thee in our next 
number. 





Do the Scriptures threaten us with eter- 
nal condemnation for believing that God 
is “the Saviour of all men?” 





The doctrine of the salvation of all men 
is said to be dangerous and licentious.— 
This sentiment implies that the greater the 
number whom we believe will be saved, 
the more licentious and dangerous is our 
belief. Does not the conclusion follow 
from this reasoning, that a belief in the 
damnation of all men, would be the least 
possible dangerous and licentious doctrine ? 





If, as say our Arminian brethren, God 
has done all that he can do, consistently 
with the Divine character, and our agen- 
cy, why do they pray to him when they 
wish to get up a revival? If God has 
done all that he can towards the final sal- 
vation of ruz worLp, why beseech him to 
perform that which he either cannot, or 
will not accomplish? If it rests with us 
whether we will be saved or not, why not 
pray to the creature instead of the Creator? 





We are told Ged reprobated us to eter- 
nal perdition years before we were born— 
If this is called tender mercy, will some 
D. D. give us the definition of malignant 
cruelty ? 

Who founded the Spanish Inquisition— 
who sacrificed upon its’ bloody altars the 
aged, the middle aged and the young ?— 
Who propagated their religion in days 
that are past, in Asia and some parts of 
Africa, with fire and sword? Who de- 
stroyed the lives of almost countless mil- 
lions in South America, and the “ Isles of 
the sea”? who has dragged the sable chil- 
dren of the torrid zone from their altars 
and fire-sides to wear the chains of slave- 
ry in a land of strangers? By whose 
hands has the blood.of forty millions of 
human beings been shed since the Chris- 
tian era, on account of their religion ?— 
Were they Universalists ? 

Come now ye who affirm that Univer- 
salism leads to all manner of abomination, 
Were 
the Sodomites believers in the salvation of 
The murderers of the Son 
of God, did they believe in Universal ho- 
liness and happiness? Did John Calvin 
believe that God “is good unto all, and 
that his tender mercies are over ALL his 
works,” when he roasted Michael Serve- 
tus for heresy >—We pause for a reply. 


tell us, was Cain a Universalist? 


all mankind ? 





ANECDOTE, 

. A zealous divine in Gloucester, Mass., 
while lecturing his flock on their unsteadi- 
ness in attending his church, warned them 
not to visit the Universalist meetings— 
“ for (said he) you will get some ideas into 
your heads that you never will be able to 
get out.” 


BRIEF SKETCH. 

Our cause in New England is going on 
prosperously and to prosper. There are, 
says the Maine Christian Intelligencer, 
probably ten thousand adult male Univer- 
salists in this state. There have been fif- 
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teen new Universalist churches either built 
er commenced the past year in Maine and 
Massachusetts alone. Accounts from Penn- 
sylvania are very flattering. A very dear 
friend writes us from Marietta as follows. 
Speaking of the late extensive tour of our 
esteemed friend Myers in the interior of 
the state, he says— 

“ From every.part where Br. Myers has 
travelled he has brought good news. De- 
pend upon it, Pennsylvania will not be 
backward in her progress.” 

This is from a town where five years 
ago the name of Universalist was unknown. 
Now they offer to count numbers with any 
other twe societies in the place, and our 
orthodox brethren dare not make the trial. 

In Philadelphia, if the immense crowds 
who flock to hear salvation preached be 
any criterion, we may suppose our cause 
in that city to be prosperous in the ex- 
treme. 

A highly esteemed friend writes us from 
Millersburg, as follows :— 


“ You can scarcely conceive my joy on 
account of the glorious prospect before us. 
There are here many believers in the A- 
brahamic faith, though some of them are 
not beld enough to come out openly in de- 
fence of the doctrine. The German peri- 
odical about to be published by Brs. Grosh 
and Jacob Myers, at Marietta, Pa. will 
make its appearance the Ist of April next. 
We have succeeded in obtaining a number 
of subscribers, and there is no doubt of its 
doing immense good among the German 
population of Pennsylvania. 

“TI had almost forgotten to tell you, 

that Br. Nast (the German professor) has 
finished his German translation of Br. Bal- 
lou’s works on ‘ Atonement’ and the ‘ Pa- 
rables.’ The whole employed him scarce- 
ly three weeks.” 

Accounts from Michigan represent our 
cause there as in a prosperous condition. 
We have a very active friend in the wor- 
thy Governor of the state. 

Kentucky, Indiana, Alabama, the Caro- 
linas, &c. are fast breaking the shackles of 
bigotry and superstition—Ohio is not be- 
hind in the glorious work of intellectual 
emancipation. There are not less than 


seven thousand Universalists in that sec- 





tion of the state called the “ Western Re- 
serve.” The editor of the “Star in the 
West,” in a letter to us, says— 


“ The glorious doctrine of Universal be- 
nevolence, is rapidly spreading its beni 
influence over the region of the West.” 


In New Jersey, Delawa.e, Maryland, and 


Virginia, we know that the good cause ° 


prospers abundantly. In Trenton, N. J. 
where some five or six months ago, our or- 
thodox brethren were publicly congratu- 
lated, inasmuch as the wicked doctrine of 
Universalism had never been preached in 
that place, our friends now are making 
preparations to buiid a church! In New 
Brunswick, N. J. our friends ‘ did run well,’ 
—we hope they are not growing lukewarm. 
In Baltimore our friends are very nume- 
rous, and of the first respectability. They 
owe it to themselves to come out from 
among other sects, and to form a society 
immediately. In Delaware, liberal princi- 
ples are openly avowed and defended by 
some of the most eminent men in the state, 
The people there, to our certain knowl- 
edge, are ripe for revolt from the chilling 
creeds and commandments of men. 





The following paragraphs are selected 
from an article written by Mr. Nathaniel 
Ames, son of the celebrated Fisher Ames, 


late of Boston. The article originally ap- 


peared in the Literary Subaltern, Provi- 
dence; and we think the extracts are suf- 
ficiently interesting, without a comment. 


The idea of a devil, such as I have de- 
scribed him, seems to have originated in 
the early ages of the church, and was got 
up by some » of the fathers of the church, 
who were more zealous than wise, to keep 
alive the zeal of their flock, and to terrify 
thgse whom they had not eloquence to per- 
suade, by representing him as the peculiar 
enemy of their faith, and a lion in their 
path. They wished to give the evil pro- 
pensities and passions a local habitation 
and a name; accordingly, a being was 
brought upon the stage, whose ‘form was 
without form,’ of whom they did not pre- 
tend to predicate any thing but existence 
and power, and inclination to do evil, 
whose dimensions and attributes could be 
seen only through the distorted medium 
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~ caperstition ; and this being they were 
0 nt to fear, as a prudent mother always 
isons her pie closet with some terrible 
sblin, that * will carry off little boys,” in 
order to Suppress the privateering dispo- 
sition of her children. : . 
In a short time it became mighty handy 
“the devil tempted me to do this, 
or the devil tempted me to do that,” and 
peo le’s consciences felt eased, when they 
could lay the burden of their sins, upon 
ihe shoulders of the devil. As orthodoxy 
assumed a more permanent form, the dev- 
| became an important personage in its 
4.’ An independent, external, exci- 
ng cause of their sins, was too precious a 
1 to be cast before all the swine on the 
fe of the earth ; accordingly, the saints 
won monopolized the devil, and became 
the “sole proprietors and stockholders.” 
* * * * * * 

But seriously, let us imagine a Being, 
omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent, 
«wise, beneficent and kind,” whose tender 
mercies are over all his works, who has de- 
cared that he will in no wise reject the 











siching ofa broken and contrite heart, who 
desireth not the death of a sinner, but ra- 
ther that he should repent and live ; who 
rejoiceth more over one sinner that repent- 
eth, than over ninety and nine just persons ; 
conceive for a moment, that Our Father 
who isin heaven, either becoming indolent, 
orgrowing angry with his children, should 
permit a being so vastly, so infinitely supe- 
rior to them, to lead them into temptation, 
and finally, into everlasting damnation ;--- 
could you look up to such a father with 
loveand reverence ? What should we think 
ofafather, who, after lavishing every ex- 
pression of kindness on his child ;---after 


feeding, and clothing, and educating him, 


should tie him to a tree for a target ? 
@::® 
For the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 

ANEW WAY TO SAVE SOULS. 

Mr. Eprror,—Since Orthodoxy is at its 
wits’ end to devise ways and means to raise 
money to save the souls of the perishing 
heathen, a hint, even from the heterodox, 
ought to be acceptable, if it will furnish 
orthodox soul-savers with more means to 
accomplish their important object. 

I have learned that a certain Dr. Scud- 
der, of the Ceylon, Mission, has conceived 
and brought forth a plan for “ raising the 
wind,” as follows: The Doctor recom- 








mends that those persons whose poverty 
forbids their giving any thing besides their 
clothes, (they having nothing else to give,) 
on dying, bequeath their wearing apparel 
to the missionaries ; as every little helps, 
and souls are in-a terrible condition.— 
Well, a dead man has no need of clothes ; 
consequently, the missionaries have good 
right to them, since they can convert old 
garments into a means of salvation. A 
good idea this. 

Mr. Editor, money is the one thing need- 
ful. ‘It makes the mare go ;” that is, the 
missionary mare. But why stop here ?— 
Why not recommend to those whose poy- 
erty has left them naked, or, which is next 
door to it, very ragged, to bequeath their 
bodies for the benefit of the missionaries ? 
Our surgeons have been accused of rob- 
bing church yards for subjects for dissec- 
tion ; and without doubt would prefer pay- 
ing the price of a tolerable suit of clothes, 
for a body, and thus obtain their subjects 
in the way of honourable traffic. . Surely, 
a man has no more need of his body than 
of his clothes, after his death. 

Mr. Editor, I am serious. I appeal to 
the surgeons, and will ask them, whether 
they will not jump at the proposed bar- 
gain? And I will ask all the famous Doc-. 
tors of Divinity, whose poor souls are al- 
most grieved to death for the souls of the 
perishing heathen, whether they are not 
willing to give their bodies, when they 
shall have done with them, to raise a fund 
to save poor souls? 

The plump, well fed clergy, will be a 
valuable acquisition to our medical col- 
leges, and they must feel an exaited plea- 
sure in the contemplation of their exten- 
sive usefulness ; since, while living, they 
devote all their powers to save the souls of 
sinners, and even after they are dead, be- 


come useful in the way of salvation to the 


suffering heathen. Gentlemen, give, aye, 
give all—and when nothing remains but 
your carcasses, withhold not your hands, 
but let even the last bone of you be used, 
in the great and good work, A. Z. 
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BRIEF DIALOGUES.—No. 4. 

Limitarian. But the soul may be lost, 
for the Bible says, “* What shall it profit a 
man, if he gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul?” Mark 8: 36. 

Universalist. In the sense there spoken 
of, [do not deny it; but what do you sup- 
pose “ losing” means in that passage ? 

L. Damnation, or endless punishment. 

U. Did you never hear that the word 
*« life,” in the former verses, is the same in 
the original, as that which is rendered soul 
in this passage ? 

L. have; but what of that? 

U. Let us then read the whole passage 
as relating to the soul, and use * damn to 
endless punishment” as the meaning of the 
word Jose, and you will see “ what of that.” 
(Reads.) “ For whosoever shall save his 
soul, shall damn it to endless punishment. 

L. Exactly to my meaning; go on. 

U. ---“*but whosoever shall damn his 
soul to endless punishment, for my sake and 
the gospel’s, the same shall save it.” Is 
that exactly to your meaning ? 

L. Is it possible ! But would it not read 
equally ridiculous any other way? How 
would you paraphrase it, or read it? 

U. Simply thus: “ Whosoever should 
strive to save his life, [by chiming in with 
that religious world] should lose it, [in the 
awful calamities which were to fall on that 
people,| but whosoever should be regard- 
less of losing his life, regardless of the ma- 
lice entertained by the enemies of the gos- 
pel against those who professed it, the 
same having in view the prophecies, signs, 
and admonitions of their Saviour, should 
save their lives by escaping from Jerusalem 
at the commencement of its destruction.” 


L, All that is very reasonable, and may 
be true; but I am determined not to be- 
lieve it! 


U. Then, as you said to me at a former 
period, so say I unto you---“ He that be- 
lieveth shall be saved, but he that believeth 
not shall be,” and not only shall be, but is, 
“ damned,” or condemned. A.B.G. 
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EXTRACT 
From “Smrrn on Divine GoveRNmegy, | it, 


But to those who believe that our hea. | 
venly Father is partial and capricious in }j, | ™ 
kindness ; that he is thecruel and inexgy, | ' 
ble tyrant of the great majority of his ore. aff 
tutes; that, by an irrevocable decree, jy wil 
doomed them millions of ages before their {air 
existence, to unutterable torments, apg If, 
that a few only escape this horrid fate,wig, | *° 
affectionate and solemn earnestness] woyjg | 1% 
say, How can you be happy? How canyon f 
be happy even for yourself? How greatay | 
the chances that you are not in the numba | ™ 
of the elect! How many thousands ‘gg of 
passed by! How few are chosen! Hoy | ™ 
much more probable is it that yous, | ™ 
among the thousands than among the few! | ™ 
Why do you believe that you are the fayor. | 9 
iteof Heaven? What mark is agreed 
your forehead ; what sensations are pecu- | 
liar to your heart; what is there in your “A 
dispositions or your conduct by which you | ™ 
have ascertained the important fact? You 
think you are one of the elect. It may be 
so. But it may not be so. When th 
chances are so much against you, youeap. tn 
not be certain of any thing. It is, then, rd 
uncertain, whether you are destined fo the | ™ 
enjoyment of unutterable and everlasting her 
pleasure, or to the endurance of endless 
and inconceivable torments. You flatter | 
yourself that the happy portion will be 
yours. But men easily flatter themselves, 
What if you should be buoying yourself, ty 
with a delusive expectation! When such 
happiness is at stake, when such misery 
impends, and when both are shrouded in” 
such awful uncertainty, how can you @ 









joy a moment’s. peace? 

But, supposing that you are perfectly 
satisfied with your own.condition,—an 
your anxieties confined to your own Wel 
fare, and do you care only for yourself! 
Are you a father—are you a mother? Do 
you love your children, and do you really 
think of the doctrines you profess to be 
lieve? Ifso, how ean you possibly be hap 
py? In imagination I often accompaljy 
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— : 
sou into the bosom of your family. I see 
“ur eye rest with anxious fondness on 











" ur smiling babes. I see the tear start to 
2? | it, [do not wonder at it. I should be less 
é' surprised did your tears unceasingly flow, 
me snd your very hearts to break, That child 
bi f whom you are so fond, whose innocence 
> ye and whose prattle delights you,what 
x: ill be its eternal destiny? What uncer- 
. iainty is there - What horror may be there! 
= if, when you are in Abraham’s bosom, you 
. should look beyond the gulf which divides 
. you, and behold it lifting up its eyes in 
a orments, and imploring -you in vain for a 
wi cp of cold water to quench its parched 
\ tongue ; if you should know that this state 
of (readful misery will be without end, and. 
” that its sufferings will answer no purpose, 
* would heaven afford you the least enjoy- 
a } ment? Could you contemplate with com- 
m pacency the author of its misery? Could 
son FoR surround his throne with songs of 
| exclaiming in grateful triumph— 
ee ‘Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent 
you reigneth 2 
You . 
v be ANECDOTE. 
the A young, but highly polished lady; 
me daughter of Col. , of , decla- 
hen, red that if she believed God loved her, and 
the | Yould finally save her, she would follow 
. | hercarmal inclinations in every thing, and 
fu become as bad as sin could make her.---- 
iter Said Mr. J? B. S., to whom the declara- 
1 be lion was made, your father loves you, 
a bes he not? Yes. Here, said Mr. S. (ta- 
veel king his penknife from his pocket, opening 
nil rit, and putting it into her hand) let us try 
' the strength of your faith by your works ; 
re go and take the life of your loving, tender 
i hither, because he loves you with an ever- 
{lusting love. At this she started and turn- 
edly pale. No, said she, indeed I cannot do 
a tat, What! said Mr. S., does your heart 
wel Meoil at an act so base as that of doing ill 
self? loan earthly father, who has loved you 
Do a short time, and whose love will soon 
really lost in death, and can you willingly 
0 be tumple upon the laws of God your hea- 
> hap 
“i 











venly’.Pather, only because he will love 

you eternally and never change ? You are 

a strange Yan, was the reply, and the con- 
versation ended. J. B.S. 

san | 

To the Teachers in Israel. 


Many of you admit and teach, that God 
designed the ultimate salvation and hap- 
piness of every rational being in the uni- 
verse, but say that his designs will be, in 
part, frustrated by the fall, and influence 
of a fallen angel, and of-that free agency 
which He bestowed on his creatures when 
he formed them. Our Saviour, the Son of 
God, informs us, (Luke 18: 28,) thata 
wise master-builder, before he commences 
a building, first sitteth down and counteth 
the cost, to see whether he have sufficient 
to finish it; “Lest haply, after he hath 
laid the foundation, and is not able to fin- 
ish, all that behold it, begin to mock him, 
saying, this man began to build, and was 
not able to finish.” 29th and 30th verses. 
Will you please to reconcile your doctrine, 
the wisdom of God, and these words of 
Christ, sothat they may harmonize with 
each other? [f you cannot, what must be 
the inference of every candid and reflect- 
ing man? A. B. G: 





You, in your public discourses, general- 
ly teach that the phrase “ Kingdom. of 
God,” &c. as used in the Scriptures, in- 
variably refers to the future and immor- 
tal state.. You seem fond of trusting ‘in 
riches to advance your designs in the va 
rious “ National” Tract, Missionary, Bible, 
and other societies, and even in rendering 
yourselves and families affluent and easy, 
by means of your salaries, and yet are 
very earnest in exhorting your hearers 
against a desire for wealth, and clinging 
to earthly possessions. In enforcing your 
observations on the latter subject, you fre- 
quently quote scripture fluently, and 
among other passages, I have heard some 
of you allude to the rich man of the para- 
ble, and Mark 18: 23,24. Do not these 
passages apply to the clergy as well as the 
laity—or are you careless of your own 
salvation while seeking that of others?— 
Perhaps when you apply these passages to 
yourselves, you adopt the commentaries 
of more liberal authors. A. B. G. 





The UniversaList PREACHER, principal- 
ly composed of sermons extracted from the 
Gospel Herald, is published monthly, by 
A. C. Thomas, at Fifty Cents per annum. 
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BRIEF QOMNaNT ARIES—Ho. 2. 
Romans 6: 23. 
* The wages of sin is death.” 

Believers in, and propagators of, the 
horrible doctrine of endless misery, endea- 
vor to bolster up their opinions by the 
above, and passages of a similar import. 
‘They contend that the wages of sin is 
eternal death, or, a punishment infinite in 
degree, and endless in duration. 

There appears to be no little inconsis- 
tency in this view of the subject.....because 
sin is committed in a very limited space of 
time; and to say that even the crimes of 
three score years and ten are deserving of 
a never-ending state of torment, is to in- 
sult common sense, and cause a blush to 
mantle over the face of Justice. 

But, for the sake of argument, and to 
show the manifest absurdity of the senti- 
ment to which we have reference, we shall 
admit that it is both reasonable and scrip- 
tural. 

It will be conceded that whatever pen- 
alty has been annexed. to any and every 
law given us by our moral governor, must 
inevitably be suffered. This justice sanc- 
tions and requires. If this be so, it is evi- 
dent that, whatever be the wages of sin, it 
must be paid; and that no transgressor 
shall be freed from punishment until the 
uttermost farthing is paid. 

Now, if endless punishment be the wa- 
ges of sin, and the testimony of the apostle 
be true, that “ail have sinned,” the con- 
clusion will be unavoidable, that all man- 


kind will be tortured world without end!! 
A. C. T. 





The Southern Association of Universal- 
ists, meets at Hartford, Con., on the third 
Wednesday in May next. 


STAR IN THE WEST. 
This paper, published at Eaton, Ohio, 
is about to be enlarged, and published 
weekly, at two dollars per annum. 








Universalist books, sermons, &c, may be 
had on application at this office. 


.of all who knew him, is associated With 


rafter which, he was conveyed to Pr 


|attending his death—torn suddenly away 





OBITUARY. 
DIED, in this city, on Sunday eveninj 
last, Mr. Sternen W. Barxey, aged % 
years and 6 months. The deceased was 
member of the “ Live Oak Fife 
Company,” No. 44. . He was seized With 
an apoplectic fit, doubtless induced by over 
exertion, while in the faithful discharge of 
his duty as a fireman. His walk in jig 
was upright ; and his name, in the ming 





that of 
‘ An honest man, the noblest work of God.’ 


On Tuesday last, his body was convey. 
ed to the Third Universalist Chureh, iy 
Grand street, of which he was a member, 
A discourse suited to the occasion was dp. 
livered by A. C. Thomas ; other seryicg 
by Rev. B. Bates and Rev. J. F, Myers, 















street Church, and interred in one of 
vaults. 

The concourse of friends and mem 
of Fire Companies who followed him t 
“the house appointed for all living,” wai 
almost innumerable. The circu 


in the spring of life, from a beloved and uf. 
fectionate partner, and from society, by 
which he was much and deservedly « 
teemed, rendered the scene truly affecting. 


In this city, on Monday evening last, fh 
instant, Susan Bussine, daughter of MM. 
Thomas Bussing, aged 10 years. She) 
was perfectly sensible of her approaching 
change, and sunk calmly into the amms «i 
death. 








j 
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——at 314 
Rev. J. F. Myers will preach at & 
Prince-street Church on Sunday next, | 
Rey. A..C. Thomas will preach at i 
3d Universalist Church, in Grand ( 
Division) street, on Sunday next. 





— 316 
The 5th and last letter to Liberal Cir 
tians, which has been in type some 
SHALL appear in our next. 
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A 
UNIVERSALIST REVIEW. 


—_—— 


WHO ARE THE LOSERS? 
« If Universalism be true, we shall lose 
nothing; but if it be false, Universalists 
will lose all.”—Orthodozy. : 








The march of truth, and intellectual 
emancipation from the slavish bonds. of 
bigotry, superstition, and that worst of 
crafts, priest craft, has of late years been 
so rapid and unprecedented, as to call into 
active exertion, the united powers of those, 
who, like the workmen of Ephesus, pick 
a living from the graven image of Fear— 
that attribute of the devil ; and numerous 
devices have been invented by the crafts- 
men, to put down the * truth as it is in Je- 
sus.” 

We all remember what frightful stories 
were told us in our infancy, of “ spectres 
grey and goblin sprites ;” of “* raw head 
and bloody bones,” and numerous other 
stories of like character, in order to scare 
us to be good. It seems that these relics 
of youthful times, have been remodeled 
for the ostensive purpose of scaring “chil- 
‘dren of a larger growth ;” and transferred 
from the mouths of our nurses, into the 
pericranium of those who make “silver 
shtines”’ for---their own’ emolument. 

The quotation which heads this article, 
has been brought into active employment 
by those whose brains lack argument, in 
order to prevent serious examination into 
the truth of the doctrine of the restoration 
of all things, spoken of by the mouth of all 
God’s holy prophets since the world be- 

n. 
The assertion implies, that a belief in an 
angry God, an infinite devil, and an end- 
less hell, have more influence in restrain- 
ing vice, and promoting virtue, than the 
“kindness and love of God our Saviour 
towards man.” But is this assertion borne 
out by the experience of mankind? Let 
the penitentiaries, furnished as they have 
been thus far with inmates from the ranks 
of believers in endless cruelty, yield a re- 
ply. Let the gibbet and the gallows, 
groaning beneath the weight of crimes 
committed by firm believers in relentless 
tyranny, answer. 

But suppose we who believe that “the 
Lord is good unto all, and that his tender 
mercies are over all his works,” are sen- 
tenced to endure the quenchless wrath of 
the Almighty—why will this be our doom ? 
For none other cause than that we believe 
Him to be a Being of infinite benevolence 


and loving kindness, and for endeavoring 





to free His character from the dark odium 
—the foul slander which has been heaped 
upon it, by men who “ have made lies their 
refuge.” If so be that my spirit, instead 
of being found in the paradise of God 
when the veil of eternity shall fall, is cast 
into a state of never-ending torment, it 
will not—sHALL Not be, for believing that 
He who gave me an existence, is a far 
greater abomination than the Moloch. of 
former ages, or the crocodiles of Egypt! 

But who are the losers? The chief ex- 
cellence of the doctrine of universal bene- 
volence consists in ‘filling the heart with 
joy and peace ; in affording present happi- 
ness and enjoyment in believing. ‘“ We 
who believe po enter into rest.” -But the 
doctrine of unceasing horror and dismay ; 
the doctrine which represents. the divine 
character as being composed of cruelty and 
revenge ; in fine, the doctrine which teach- 
es a state of never-ending torment for sin, 
fills the heart with sorrow and sadness— 
locks up the tender charities of our nature 
—congeals the warm life-blood of affec- 
tion, and scatters blight and mildew on the 
flowers of individual and social joy. Who 
are the losers? 

“ Fear hath torment.”* Worship render- 
ed to the Almighty through fear of his 
.wrath, seems tome to resemble the worship 
offered to the idol on the plains of Dura— 
not elicited by love, but extorted by fear of 
a burning fiery furnace. “They have no 
rest day nor night, who worship the beast 
and his image.” Instead of losing all, we 
gain every thing——while those who live in 
continual fear of a dreadful doom, are like 
the quaking aspen leaf, quivering when 
the winds are hushed, and trembling in the 
silence of the noon of night. Who are the 
losers? A.C. T. 


ey 
NEW PUBLICATION. 


We have lately seen a specimen of the new 
Universalist Hymn Book just published in Bos- 
ton, by Brs. Sebastian and Russel Streeter.— 
It is printed in a very superior style, on fine 
white paper, and is pronounced by good judges 
to be the best stereotype work ever executed 
in that city. It iscom of hymns selected 
from the most approved authors, among whom 
may be cow Watts, Doddridge, Steele, 
Barbauld, sag “im Moore, Addison, Montgo- 
mery, Ballou, Pierpont, and Ware. It 
contains a number of original hymns. The 
volume contains 550 hymns, and more than 
400 s,and will be afforded at 63 cents sin- 
gle; $5 per dozen; $40 per hundred. They 
will be ready for delivery in a very few days. 
We think that every one, whether minister or 
layman, must give this collection the prefer- 
ence to al! others now extant.—Editor. 
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[We gave in our last a specimen of poetry 
from a gentleman who is engaged as a-con- 
tributtor to the New-York Constellation. — 
The following article is from the same 
highly gifted pen.] 


THE PRESENT, PAST, AND FUTURE. 


The desart wanderer who hath found 
Some spot where verdure blooms around, 
A friendly shade, and welcome spring, 
With all that present joy can bring, 
Might then be happy—could he cast 
Oblivion’s mantle o’er the past ; 

And bid anticipation sleep, — 

Forget the friends he left to weep, 

As from the shore the vessel bore him, 
Forget the desart still before him. 


Such is the present hour to me,— 

And I like him might happy be ;— 

Time, in his progress, never found me 
With more to make me blest around me— 
But I remember things which keep 

My eyes awake to watch and weep ;— 
Past scenes that I shall view no more, 
Past joys, that time ean ne’er restore, 
While far as stretch my tearful eyes 

A dreary waste the future lies. 


P’ve often thought that it were well 
Could we obtain some fairy spell, 
Some magic talisman whose power 
Might limit to the passing hour, 
Whether with fame or pleasure fraught, 
Our every feeling, wish, and thought ;— 
The past, with all its smiles and tears, 
All we have either loved or hated,— 
The future, with its hopes and fears, 
Forgotten—unanticipated. 


Then, like the wandering insect thing, 
For ever, ever, on the wing, 

Roaming through garden, grove, or bower, 
From field to field, from flower to flower, 
Pausing awhile on many a one, 

Admiring all, but fixed to none ; 

We thus might ever happy rove, 

Admire, but ne’er toc fondly love,— 
Thus meet, and part without regret, 
Enjoy, relinquish, and forget.— 

But still, from pleasure’s rosy charms 

Or grasping misery’s loathed arms,— 

Our thoughts and feelings steal away 

Or to the past or future day. 





RELIGION. 


He who would undermine those founda. 
tions upon which the fabric ef our future 
hope is reared, seeks to beat down that col. 
umn which supports the feebleness of hy- 
manity: let him think but a moment, and 
his heart will arrest the cruelty of his pur- 
pose. Would he pluck its little treasure 
from the bosom of poverty? Would he 
wrest its crutch from the hand of age, and 
remove from the eye of affliction the only 
solace of its wo? The way we tread is rug. 
ged, at best; we tread lighter, however, by 
the prospect of the better country to which 
we trust it will ledd. Tell us not it wil] 
end in the gulf of eternal dissolution, or 
break off in some wild, which fancy may 
fill up as she pleases, but reason is unable 
to delineate ; quench not that beam which 
amidst the night of this evil world, has 
cheered the despondency of ill requited 
worth, and illumined the darkness of suf. 
fering virtue.---Mackenszie. 





Revivals.—It is lamentable te see how 
certain professedly pious people will some- 
times trifle with sacred things under the 
cover of religion. It seems that Dr. 
Sprague, of West Springfield, Mass. in be- 
half of his English brethren, has requested 
Doctor Griffin to write a letter, show- 
ing why revivals of religion exist in the 
United States, and not in Great Britain, 
Dr. Griffin has accordingly decided the 
question ; the plain English of which. is, 
stripping it of its cant phrases and cabalis- 
tic terms, that for some reason or other, the 
Holy Spirit has a great partiality to the 
United States, and is disposed to consid- 
er this country the place of his favorite 
abode ; he gives some directions, however, 
whereby he thinks it possible he (the Spir- 
it) may be prevailed upon to visit England, 
and produce some revivals there. Accord- 
ing to the Boston Recorder, it would seem 
he has already left New-England. Now 
these men may, for aught we know, be 
very innocent, and mean very well; but 
really it seems to us they ought not to be 
tolerated in trifling to so great a degree 
with the divine Spirit.—Christian Intell. 
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